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Our planet is prone to a variety of natural disasters because of inadequacies in land planning,
the formation of cities, towns, and villages, the construction of buildings and civil engineering
structures, and the workings of social systems, which are overwhelmed by the tremendous
forces of nature. However, there are some regions or countries where these natural disasters
are not a frequent occurrence and are quite rare. Since their experience has been fine in the
past, most people in these places tend not to expect that any disasters will occur in the future,
either. Therefore, they fail to take adequate steps for disaster prevention, and massive damage
results from natural disasters that occur on the order of once in several decades or centuries.
However, in terms of entire countries, the entire continent of Asia, or the world, we can see
that natural disasters are occurring every year. Therefore, we need to be aware of worldwide
occurrences, learn what people around the world are doing, and consider what we and the
people of every country should be doing.
Japan is subject to violent forces of nature, experiencing strong typhoons every year and
major earthquakes once every several years. Japan is a relatively wealthy nation with
advanced scientific and academic research, and it goes to great lengths to implement disaster
prevention measures. Nevertheless, these measures are still not adequate and unfortunately,
Japan is affected by a variety of natural disasters. Exchanges between Japan and other
countries with regard to our experiences of natural disasters and science and technology in
areas related to disaster prevention are unquestionably valuable, both for Japan and for the
other countries.
Not only major earthquakes, but also major floods and droughts may lead to instability in the
governance and economies of nations around the world. Humanitarian efforts, cooperation,
and exchanges are needed in order to mitigate disasters everywhere. Exchanges with other
countries in areas such as culture, technology, and sports are also quite beneficial in
preventing conflicts and wars between countries. The prevention and mitigation of major
natural disasters is important for every country, and therefore, it is also important for the sake
of world peace to advance international cooperation, inter-university cooperation, and
exchanges among young researchers and engineers, etc.
In a technical exchange seminar with Turkey on seismic isolation and response control
technologies in FY 2015, ten trainees came to Japan for a week of lectures, and Japanese
researchers and practitioners then spent a week in Ankara and conducted a seminar. In July

2016, ten trainees came from the Taiwan Chinese Society of Seismic Isolation and spent two
weeks learning about the latest earthquake resistant technologies in Japan through classes and
tours. Following these exchanges, a similar technical exchange with Romania took place in
October 2016. Lectures for this exchange were held during a four-day period in a lecture hall
of the Technical University of Civil Engineering Bucharest, and on the fifth day, participants
inspected a historic public hospital in Bucharest that has been renovated for earthquake
resistance, as well as a retrofitting project using seismic isolation technology that is currently
underway for the Bucharest City Hall.
Seismic isolation and response control are outstanding technologies for withstanding the
violent forces of earthquakes. JSSI will continue its efforts to promote these technologies.
This website has been established as a means of sharing basic knowledge about seismic
isolation and response control technologies, the activities of JSSI, and developments around
the world. As various countries develop new design standards in the future, demand for
implementation of these technologies in buildings is sure to grow. We welcome your
cooperation as we seek to provide useful information from this JSSI platform.

