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May you rest in peace in heaven, Steve

- we all love you forever
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Stephen A. Mahin

October 16, 1946 - February 10, 2018

Stephen A. Mahin, the Byron L. and Elvira E.
Nishkian Professor Emeritus of Structural Engineering in
the department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
at the University of California, Berkeley, passed away on
February 10, 2018. He was 71.

He was a world-renowned expert in earthquake
engineering with wide-ranging teaching, research, and
professional practice contributions in the characterization
of earthquake strong ground motion; numerical
modeling, computer simulation, and innovative structural
testing methods for severe loading environments;
inception and development of earthquake-protective
systems; behavior and design of structural steel,
reinforced concrete, and timber construction with
applications in buildings, bridges, power plants, and
offshore structures; and performance-based earthquake

engineering.

Professor Mahin was born in Lodi, California and
attended school in Pacific Grove California. He started
undergraduate studies in Civil Engineering at the
University of California, Berkeley in 1964, earning his BS
(1968), MS (1970), and PhD (1974). He worked as an
Assistant Research Engineer at UC Berkeley from 1974-
1977, then joined the faculty as Assistant Professor in
1977. At UC Berkeley, he served as the Chair of the
Structural Engineering, Mechanics, and Materials
(SEMM) Program (1990-1993), and was Director of
PEER - the Pacific Earthquake Engineering Research
Center (2009-2015). In 2016, he became the founding
Director of the Computational Modeling and Simulation
Center (SimCenter) of the Natural Hazards Engineering
Research Infrastructure, funded by the National Science

Foundation.

He recognized the value of seismic isolation and

protective systems, and conceived and developed these
technologies with the goal of reducing cost and
enhancing seismic performance. He was active in
adapting supplemental viscous damping, added mass
damping, and seismic isolation systems to the needs of

actual building projects.

He had a deep interest and unique talent to interact and
make friends with fellow researchers throughout the
world. Many international research collaborations with
Asian regions including China, Japan, Korea, Singapore,
and Taiwan, among others, were initiated and nurtured by
his leadership. Over three decades he enlightened,
guided, and led multiple phases of US-Japan research
collaboration on earthquake engineering using large-scale

test facilities operated by the two countries.

During his nearly 50-year career at Berkeley and with
international activities, Professor Mahin taught, advised,
and mentored generations of students, postdoctoral
fellows, research associates and colleagues, and
practicing engineers. His broad range of interests also
engaged social scientists and stakeholders. His creative
approach, collaborative spirit, and enthusiastic generosity
in sharing his prolific ideas have inspired everyone who
has spent time with him, and he will leave his mark on

the profession for years to come.

LN & $iore

1) Civil and Environmental Engineering; UC Berkeley,
Professor Emeritus Stephen A. Mahin passed away,
https://www.ce.berkeley.edu/news/1946

2) Pacific Earthquake Engineering Research Center
(PEER) News, Stephen A. Mahin — February 10
2018, http://peer.berkeley.edu/news/2018/02/stephen-
a-mahin-february-10-2018
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